[image: image13.jpg]


Van and truck business news
4 September 2008

	Press release number:
	4591
	Release:
	Now


Tough times ahead for the van market
· Registrations: down 20.7% in August and up 1.9% to 387,645 for the rolling year.
· Trucks: down 3.2% in August and up 20.5% to 58,553 for the rolling year.
· Vans: down 24.7% for the month and down 0.8% to 329,092 for the rolling year.
	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	August
	% change
	Year-to-date 
	% change

	Total
	14,879
	- 20.7%
	241,049
	-0.3%

	Vans
	11,508
	- 24.7%
	203,117
	-4.1%

	Trucks
	3,371
	-3.2%
	37,932
	25.9%


“August is traditionally a month for low registrations.  That, and the economic situation which is slowing spending, means a big drop in van figures,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “In the short term van registrations will continue to struggle, though the truck sector is holding total CV figures close to the three-year average.  In the longer term we expect an overall and marked downward trend.”
Total van and truck registrations: Rolling year comparison 2002 to 2008
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13.1% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's eighth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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 1.8 - 2.6t  mth & RYT 2008
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All light commercial vehicles








 Rolling year:  0.8% to 329,092.





 YTD:  down 4.1% to 203,117.





 Month:  down 24.7% to 11,508.











Light vans








 Rolling year:  down 5.7% to 50,461.





 YTD:  down 4.3% to 30,506.





 Month:  down 35.1% to 1,918.








Car type pick-ups








 Rolling year:  down 39.4% to 7,492.





 YTD:  down 43.2% to 4,140.





 Month:  down 63.0% to 124.











Medium vans








 Rolling year:  down 8.2% to 43,658.





 YTD:  down 9.1% to 27,801.





 Month:  down 19.9% to 1,756.








Heavy vans








 Rolling year:  up 4.0% to 222,123.





 YTD:  down 1.3% to 137,339.





 Month:  down 21.5% to 7,593.








Trucks








 Rolling year:  up 20.5% to 58,553.





 YTD:  up 25.9% to 37,932.





 Month:  down 3.2% to 3,371.








Rigids








 Rolling year:  up 18.2% to 39,481.





 YTD:  up 17.3% to 26,165.





 Month:  down 9.3% to 2,353.











Two-axle artics








 Rolling year:  up 25.1% to 4,200.





 YTD:  up 68.2% to 2,301.





 Month:  up 57.7% to 265.








Three-axle artics








 Rolling year:  up 25.4% to 14,872.





 YTD:  up 46.5% to 9,466.





 Month:  up 4.7% to 753.








CVs up to six tonnes GVW








 Rolling year:  down 0.2% to 337,718.





 YTD:  down 3.7% to 208,786.





 Month:  down 24.7% to 11,990.








CVs over six tonnes GVW








 Rolling year: up 18.9% to 49,927.





 YTD:  up 28.3% to 32,263.





 Month:  up 1.5% to 2,889.
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